Accommodations & Strategies

Visual processing challenges:

Related to problems with information that is seen, such as impaired visual perception, poor visual memory, reversals, visual tracking problems, visual figure‑ground discrimination problems, etc. Many with dyslexia fall into this category.

Academic Strategies 

Sit at the front of the class.

Use auditory strengths to study out loud, or with a study partner.

Connect visual information with verbal techniques (i.e. mnemonics/word chunking).

Semantic mapping/concept mapping.

Translate visual information to auditory information.

Tutors/discussion groups.

Note taking strategies – outline, Cornell, mind mapping.

Reading strategies: SQ3R, SQRW, “Muscle Reading”

While reading, use a coloured transparency on top of your textbook or notes to lessen the contrast of black and white

Reading/paraphrasing strategies for test & exam questions

Highlight/colour code important info



Possible Accommodations

Note sharer/taker 

Copies of professor’s overheads, handouts, and lecture notes

Provide outlines, clear step by step guidelines or required work

Present visual information with voice descriptions 

Extra time for visual processing tasks

Readers and scribes (if available)

(Possible) Reduced course load



Technological/Assistive

Aids for visual tracking (ruler, index card, fingers)

Use of colour on overlays, type, paper, computer screens, type

Mind mapping & flowcharting software (Inspiration, Mind Manager & Smart Draw etc.)

Tape/digital recorders for class or to summarize your notes/readings

Books on tape

Text to speech tech – screen & text readers (Jaws, textHELP, HELPRead, ReadPlease, Text Aloud MP3, Complete Reading System, etc.).

Speech to text tech – voice recognition software (Dragon Naturally Speaking, IBM Via Voice & MathTalk, also included in the new Office XP and textHELP Gold)

Scan & read technology (Scan & Read [Pro & Late], textHELP Gold, Kurzweil 3000, WYNN, CAST, etc.).

Reading/scanning pens (Quictionary, Quictionary II, Iris, etc.).

E-text to audio format (i.e. mp3) conversion software (Text Aloud MP3, Text to Audio & textHELP Gold 6).

Mp3 players

CD burners and players

RoadRunner (portable e-text reader)

Franklin Spellcheckers (Franklin boasts a wide variety including expandable “Bookman” and speaking models)

Digital camera



Social

Time management skills

Guide and structure social interactions



Career (examples of software included in the Academic section)

Oral vs. written instruction

Tape/digital recorders

Voice dictation services or technology

Text & screen -reading software

Scan & read technology

Franklin Spellcheckers



Physical & Environmental

Reduce visual distraction

Preferred seating

Alternative lighting – natural light, non-fluorescent lighting

Auditory cueing to supplement any visual cues from outlines, etc.

Baseball caps, visors, sunglasses

Coloured filters

Activities to strengthen your visual processing

http://www.ldpride.net/chapter8.htm

Plug your ears while watching television.  Can you figure out what is going on just by watching?

Do jigsaw puzzles.

Draw or paint pictures.

Close your eyes and visualize something, anything.

Picture letters, numbers, and words in your mind. 

Look at a picture, take it away, and try to remember everything you saw.

Use playing cards to find two with matching numbers.

Find as many things as you can see of a certain shape (circle, square, rectangle, triangle).

Solve scrambled words or sentences. 

Find “hidden” words within words.

Imitate a series of movements made by someone else.

Figure out what dot-to-dot pictures are before you connect the dots. 

Find the mistakes in “What’s wrong with this picture” pictures. 

Sort playing cards in different ways (color, suit, number). 

Look for patterns (like faces, animals, etc.) in clouds, rocks, plants, etc.

Make or solve mazes.

Cut apart comic strips, mix and put them back in the correct order.



